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 The ruling time of Michael the Brave was always an attractive research subject. Due to 

new approaches and interpretations the topic remained active research lately aiming to obtain a 

more detailed/ complex perspective of the international contexts. Regardless the rich 

historiography dedicated to Michael`s era some specific issues require some more research and 

clarification. Among these of significant importance lays the ruling of Michael in Wallachia (Țara 

Românească), but mostly his administration in Transylvania and Moldavia.   

Our research focusses on the time frame (eleven months) Michael the Brave ruled in 

Transylvania. The goal is to identify and describe the features of his administration in Principality. 

The research, and furthermore a coherent and strong analysis with valid conclusions, is supported 

by an extensive diversity of sources: historical documents, new or published and contemporary 

chronicles, and the rich historiography.    

 

The sources 

The analysis proposed within the pages of this thesis is based on a large number of sources 

laying between chronicles and archival material. From the first category we mention here, as the 

most important, The History of Wallachia (1290-1690) (Istoria Țării Românești) and Letopisețul 

Cantacuzinesc the later one covering the entire lordship of Michael the Brave, including 

information about his actions in Transylvania. The Hungarian chronicler, Ștefan Szamoskőzy, 

contemporary with the Wallachian Prince, also let us an important source especially given his 

personal participation in some of the historical events. Of equal importance are the surviving 

testimonies of the foreign travellers who witnessed the administration of Michael the Brave in 

Transylvania.  An excellent selection of European sources (originals and copies of chronicles from 

Sixteenth and Seventeenth centuries) related to the time of Michael the Brave is opened to research 

by the second volume of Mihai Viteazul în conștiința europeană.  

Resulting from an arduous interest expressed by the Romanian historiography for Michael 

the Brave a large number of volumes offer to research relevant archival documents. Maybe the 
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most important is the collection of over 12000 documents published with Eudoxiu Hurmuzaki 

series containing national and international sources. Of similar importance and relevance are the 

documents published by Andrei Veress in many volumes of the series he coordinated. 

Additionally, are to be mentioned the ninth volume of Documenta Romaniae Historica colection 

(the series dedicated to Wallachia) and the fourth volume from Monumenta Comitialia Regni 

Transylvaniae. Notwithstanding, the achieves are yet rich in new documents waiting to be 

discovered and used by the researchers. Such new, unpublished documents can be found in 

archival fonds like: the Magistrat of the city and county Sibiu, the Collection of the medieval 

documents, the fond of Gal de Hilib family, the fond of the family Lázár from Mureșeni, the fond 

of the Guilds. The guild of smiths, or the of for the family Apor from Turia de Jos. 

 

The structure of the thesis 

 The thesis has fourteen chapters divided in three parts. First part contains the introductory 

and methodological chapter and a presentation of the historiography referring to the political union 

of the summer of 1600 and the rule of Michal the Brave in Transylvania. 

 The second part of the thesis is intitled Princely powers/attributes applied by Michael the 

Brave in Transylvania. All these attributes/features are presented in details and discussed within 

the context they were applied. They are: the use of princely title, members of the chancellery and 

of the princely council, the call for the Diet, the right to make donations, the right to make someone 

noble, the right to judge, religious policy, fiscal policy and military policy. In each particular case 

we followed the manner in which the Transylvanian States, and the Habsburgs reacted to Michael's 

use of the princely powers. As expected, some of these attributes were used freely (the right to 

offer donations, the right to call the Diet, the right to make nobles, etc.) while others were used 

with some limitations (the use of a specific princely title, etc.) 

The third part of the thesis refers to The relations with the „nations” of Transylvania and 

with the Romanians. This part analyzes in the first three chapters the collaboration of Michael the 

Brave with the political elements of the country represented in Diet: the nobles, the Saxons and 

the Szeklers. In each case I presented in details the initial relations and described their evolution 

during the eleven months Michael ruled in Transylvania. In short, if in the beginning Michael was 

recognized as ruling prince in the Diet (November 1599), the attitude of the political elements 

turned against him invoking mainly the taxes and the expenses for the maintenance of the troupes. 
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Only a small part of the Szeklers remained loyal to the prince even during the revolt of August – 

September 1600.  

Another chapter is dedicated to Michael's attitude towards the Romanians from 

Transylvania. They are mentioned by the sources mostly during the serfs revolt against the 

nobles/the land owners. 

The thesis ends with the conclusions and the bibliography, containing the sources and the 

literature I used. 

In our research we focused on analyzing the documents relevant for the working hypothesis 

in order to identify the most appropriated/argumentative case studies/examples. From the 

methodological point of view, we had mainly an analytic approach focusing on the analysis of the 

information on the same individuals or events but mentioned in different historical sources. This 

approached required the use of analytic comparison with other historiographic hypothesis and 

conclusions published before. Also, by comparison, we identified situations and decisions that 

were similar during the rule of Michael the Barve in Transylvania as well as during different other 

lordships of the country (of Sigismund Báthory in particular). In this comparation of great use 

were the documents issued by the States of Transylvania or by the imperial commissaries (among 

which Gheorghe Basta) in the period following immediately after the retreat and death of Michael 

the Brave.   
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